[image: image1.png]medlink





Abstract  - 4th Session

Peace Building

Piero Maestri – Italy 

What it is normally defined as “global permanent war”, claims Maestri, a journalist of the magazine “War & Peace”, is basically a process of strategic expansion of the West– a new and modern colonisation of the South, coordinated by institutions such as the NATO and the European Union, which are mostly interested in creating markets for free trade of weapons. Pro-Western countries like Egypt, Saudi Arabia and Israel engage in such process, stirring war up and inciting the clash of cultures, as they feel this turns to their advantage in terms of better armaments and support from the powerful.

It must also be taken into consideration that after the fall of the Berlin wall armies and military bases have been re-located in our countries to create a new world order.

For these simple reasons, any common action must aim at disarmament. We must urge our governments to disarm, hence to stop fuelling armaments trade. This can be the most powerful instrument to give strength to our peace strategy.

Having said that, it is still necessary to take action to achieve this objective: we must turn the next discussion sessions into opportunities to understand which are the tools the peace movement has to prod governments in Western countries into action.

Mahmud Shehabi - Palestine

The fundamental requirement to take a step further in our discussion is to decide once and for all what we mean by “permanent global war” and to give the right importance to such adjectives, which are anything but rhetorical, claims Shehabi. We all are involved in a war with imperial, economic and supremacy goals – a war based on the homogenized mainstream philosophy at the core of the neo-lib movement and lead by a big power like the United States. It is permanent, because it goes on according to phases, without time limits, only apparently pausing once in a while. Everybody is aware of who the people responsible for this disaster are. They have their “think-tanks”, their magazines, their dossiers, their sponsors. After the fall of the Berlin wall, they invaded an ideological space and started a war to win the world back, destroying what peace and workers’ movements had achieved through strenuous fights and enormous sacrifices: freedom, civil and employment rights, wealth. From this perspective, the Middle East has to be considered the main front in this permanent war. The wall dividing Palestinians and Israelis is, according to the logic of Bush and Olmert, a new way of dividing the world into two blocks: one inspired by Christian-Judaic values, representing “democracy” and civilisation, encompassing what is west of the wall (Israel included); the other one, by contrast, inspired by Islam and Arabic values, representing the barbarity to be “civilised” with bombs, being located east of the wall.

Despite this disastrous strategy, there are three good news. The first one is our presence, as part of a wider peace movement. We are many and united, we protested against the war to promote our reasons for peace. We still don’t have a strong alternative. But there is still time and opportunities to work on it.

The second good news is the self-evident failure of war and aggression.

The third one is directly related to the previous one. Bush, Olmert and the imperialist countries begin to realise they have been defeated, and start thinking about how to get out of the Middle East sands they got stuck in by themselves. And they are having a hard time on that.

Nevertheless, you should never drop your guard. They could react like a wounded animal – a sudden reversal to crave for revenge, a desire many in the neo-liberalist faction feel. How can we get preparee oneself and to put an alternative political strategy in place? Here are my suggestions:

· Real awareness of what is happening, because to date many people are still not aware that we are part of an unreserved and permanent war. 

·  Identify resistant groups and to support them. Of course, we must not confuse them with terrorism, but, at the same time, we must not be sacred of supporting all those legitimate forms of resistance arising from oppressed civil societies and victims of injustice.

· “Tear down walls” and their logic, to build bridges for dialogue;

·  Bear our motto, which has propitiously become international, in mind - – Ta’aiush – and support the Palestinian resistance to Omert’s wall;

· Finally, analyse the presence of radical leftists in many Western governments, in order to understand if their presence weakens or inhibits the effectiveness of the actions carried out by the international movement, or if it can be beneficial to the cause.

Salwa Saad - Lebanon 

In the countries on the north side of the Mediterranean basin, the representative for the Cultural Council of South Lebanon maintains, much still remains to be done to implement a more truthful representation of the southern part of the area. Information in your countries is often biased and even ludicrous, she claims.

We ask you, people living on northern countries, to cooperate with the civil society of southern countries to promote our history, our culture.

We do, as well, use double standards when we relate to you. Very progressive speeches on women’s rights do not reflect our actual behaviour at home. 

During the last war waged by Israel, she says, I cooperated with many NGOs, which had different political and religious orientation, and we were able to find a common ground to work on. Yet, as soon as the war was over, every part went back to its initial positions: some accused the other of being pro-Syria and others of being too soft on Israel. Such accusations were often unfair, but showed how much still remains to be done within our civil society.

Violence, in all its forms, is deeply rooted, she maintains. Bush and Bin Laden are two sides of the same coin: both fight against democracy and democratic movements.

My proposal is to cooperate on very simple initiatives, like for example working with children and young people to make them meet, thus trying to eradicated prejudices and false representations.

Shinari Zhaek – Israel 

The Israeli refusnik tells the story of when he was kept in prison for two years because he refused to go to war with the Israeli army, an occupation army. In Palestine many of his friends were imprisoned for much longer for having opposed occupation, as he did.

Zhaek tells the audience of when in Haifa, during a peace demonstration, he was stabbed by a Palestinian. This– he says– convinced me more than ever that it is necessary to put an end to this occupation and to the hatred it fuels.

The refusnik says he finds hope in this seminar. Our world is sick, he claims: Israeli occupation is a symptom of a disease. A coalition of dictators imposed their views: the aim of the International Monetary Fund, The WTO, and other international organisations is to create the conditions for the hegemony plans of the North over the rest of the world. However, resistance to this hegemony has been taking off, and we are part of that resistance. We believe in freedom, brotherhood, and equality. When we think that another world is possible, we must think of a world of global democracy, because only democracy can defeat walls, wars, climate chaos and nowadays problems in general. Past generations fought for national democracies and in many cases succeeded. Our generation must fight for global democracy.

Khulud Badawi – Israel 

“We say we want to stop wars, but we must be clearer: which one? Is the one in Gaza? The one Israel is about to wage in Lebanon or in Syria? I can tell you, this is what the Israeli government wants to do”, Badawi says.

“In Gaza the war is against the Palestinians, and it began with the new democratically elected government. What are embargo, bombings and everyday violence if not war?”

The representative of Ta’ayush For Peace, Arab citizen of Israel, stresses out the fact that in her movement there are Palestinians, Israeli, Arabs, and that everybody believes in the need to resist to occupation. Many Palestinians, fewer Israeli reject the idea of an occupation due to security reasons.

There can be no impartiality between occupiers and occupied, Badawi claims. “I appreciate protests and solidarity. But we must say very clearly that a country, Israel, occupies and kills. we ask urge European governments to boycott Israel, to stop its oppression policy.”

“Nowadays Palestinians in Gaza are alone. There are no more missions sent by civil society, no more delegations to Gaza. Help us stop the war. We must all feel it as a moral duty”.

Mohamad Khatib – Palestine

Can Palestinians consider themselves as a Mediterranean people? Can a people prevented to enjoy their own sea, because of Israeli occupation, regard themselves as part of the Mediterranean basin? Bil’in is a very small town and it tries every day to defend its own traditions without neglecting the other. It has only 1700 inhabitants, it is located west of Ramallah and was deeply affected by the wall: 60% of its territory was lost and the olive trees growing there, the only economic recourses of the village, were destroyed.

The population chose, as the only possible alternative to the wall, to resist peacefully, claims Khatib, who is a member of Bil’in Popular Committee Against the Wall. They chained themselves to olive trees and acted as human shields to the Israeli army: these actions were sometimes successful in delaying or even prevent actions by the Israeli army. Such non-violent resistance is possible also thanks to foreigners (Europeans, Israelis and people from Western countries in general), who supported the local community during non-violent mobilisations, delaying or preventing violent repression, which would have taken place if the protest was carried out by Palestinians only.

Despite that, more than 500 were wounded and dozens were imprisoned. 

Non-violent resistance has proved the superiority of those who plan non-violent actions over those who only obey orders.

Nevertheless, there Palestinians must be supported and “external friends” must take part in their actions, because only through participation will non-violent resistance succeed and achieve its objectives.

Ory Yassur – Israel 

When I joined the Israeli army, I was 18 and wasn’t mature enough to understand, says the representative of Combatants for Peace. It took me some years to become aware of the situation and to understand that I can be free, if my Palestinian neighbours are not able to.

That is why some years ago, about a hundred Israeli soldiers and Palestinian ex-combatants founded the association he now represents here. He suggests it is an association founded on the idea, shared by Palestinians and Israelis, that peace and freedom must go through dialogue.

We all know that Israel is legitimized by the United States to do anything they want. Today I ask you, as Europeans, to play the role of mediators, in order for the United States no to be able to take unilateral positions anymore, Yassur says.
Combatants for Peace is an association promoting dialogue: today, in Israel, dialogue is a subversive act against occupation.

In the last two years I met thousands of people, especially Palestinians, and I can certainly say, Yassur claims, that none of them is a murderer. Palestinians are just desperate.

The members of Combatants for Peace try to heal this desperation though dialogue. I would like to address Arab people here today and tell them that there are many Israeli associations working together with Palestinians against the occupation. Everybody’s involvement is crucial: we must not need European “protectors” to negotiate, we should use dialogue towards reconciliation and peace between Israelis and Palestinians.

Raed al Haddar – Palestine 

I come from the Holy Land, begins al Haddar, the cradle of religions – a land now bleeding, with countless deaths perpetrated by the Israeli army.

I ask myself and you: when will the international community start doing something?

To be solved, the Palestinian question needs commitment, but above all, truth. It needs a programme based on the truth.

We think that the frenzy of violence can be stopped only with everybody’s commitment, claims the Palestinian, who is also member of the association Combatants for Peace.

The fight against the Israeli occupation can be carried out in different ways, but it is only through dialogue that we will be able to put an end to this situation. Only dialogue can light the candle of hope.

We want to get to know our enemies, but, more than that, we want to expand our circle of friends. we need to create a network between civil societies to break this chain of violence and death.

Dewel Diop  - Mauritania 

Dewel Diop comes from Mauritania and is an activist for human rights, as well as promoter of the movement “Women, unity and international concord”.

She is here to talk about her country, which is characterized by multi-ethnicity and has experienced a massive violation of human rights. This situation could have lead Mauritania to civil war, but fortunately this has not happened, she says.

The black population, in particular, has been subject to persecutions. In 1989 many were deported to Senegal: more than 500 people were brutally killed and other thousands lost their jobs.

There has been a coup d’état, but no bloodshed: after 15 years of injustice, Mauritanian women tried to find a way to stop the spiral of violence founding an association which included women of different ethnic groups.

This association works to kick-start a process of awareness within the country. Women decided to get together, Diop claims, basically because they did not want the seed of hatred and violence to grow in future generations.

That is what the situation is like in Mauritania now. Our presence here today, she concludes, shows how determinate we are in achieving our objective: to join forces of all Mediterranean countries to stop fratricidal battles, especially against women, and to put an end to all wars.

Mahmud Sansarkan – Turkey

At Medlink Sansarkan represents a university students’ association, “Van”, established in 2000 and having thousands of members. Among its aims, it fights for the right of the Kurdish people and it wishes to create communication between students and the university administration, in order to make it more democratic. Van has promoted different campaigns, such as the one for education in Kurdish language, causing the expulsion of 2000 students and the closing down of the association until 2003.

Repression by the Turkish government has aimed at universities since 1960s, when there have been three coups. University appeared dangerous, because students and professors had high intellectual skills and because they were Kurdish.

Universities are the main centre of social progress and the main source of democratisation through cultural progress.

The strength of this movement, Sansarkan explains, is in its ability to mobilise every segment of the civil society, fighting for rights, social issues, for a political solution to the Kurdish question and for democratisation.

In Turkey Kurdish people have now given up hoping for peace, Sansarkan claims. The Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) declared unilateral truce many times (in 1993, 1995, 1998), being sabotaged every time. They requested the stop of military action by the Turkish government, the return of Kurdish refugee, compensation and obviously the right to self-determination of the Kurdish people.

The international community must pay more attention to the Kurdish cause, the representative of the students says.

Kurdish people are in favour of the access to the European Union, but Turkey has not included their requests in its report.

The keywords for Kurdish people still are peace, civil justice and democracy.

Hanaa Edwar G.Busha - Iraq

“The invasion of sacred places shows how critical the situation is in Iraq. Years of dictatorship, followed by years of American occupation have put the country in a disastrous situation, leaving it in the hands of terrorists and thieves. Seven thousands people died in the last two months, there has been countless ransoms. The media is shocked, as well as intellectuals and university professors are.” This is how Hana’s speech begins: a picture of present situation in Iraq. 

Those who left the country have been estimated to be around one million and a half, places of worship are targeted, meaning that civil war is not only a perspective and that international politics failed, the representative of the association Al Amal says.

In particular, women’s situation is getting worse and worse, as honour crimes come back and restrictions are more severe than ever, police has been infiltrated by militias, who now attack public offices. “Iraq’s social fabric has been undermined”, she stresses out.

“However, we are still alive!”, Hana says, and it is from this strength that we have to build on, to help NGOs, which are seriously hampered in their mission.

“We must start from diversity to build a stronger unity, protecting human rights and resources in our country. It is vital that civilians association are founded to educate to the respect of human beings”.

Europe must have a diplomatic role, she concludes. It must exert pressure, work for negotiations, to bring peace in Iraq as soon as possible.
Muhammed al-Darraji - Iraq

“Governments are the ones which let the Middle East reach this point, Americans did not came here on their own!”, Muhammed al Darraji suggests. He represents the Monitoring Network for Human Rights in Iraq. “Iraqi society was united, there had never been problems connected to diversity. On the contrary, diversity actually was our unity! The first law on human rights was passed in Iraq!”

Muhammed is very critical towards the international community, which only defends certain countries. 

As far as present problems in Iraq are concerned, they are manifold.

In the new constitution for Iraq it has been decided to erase the word “Arab” and to list every ethnic group of the country, making Iraq take a big step backwards in history.

Another problem is that anarchy is now ruling over the country. “The rule of law does not exist in Iraq, or better, it only applies only to fewer people. Without the rule of law you cannot even talk about a State”, he claims.

Finally, Muhammed proposes an international campaign addressing governments of the North and asking them to support Iraq, with the European Union coordinating the action. A special international court for crimes committed in Iraq should be created, to discover the truth about countless crimes perpetrated in the country.

