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Abstract 2nd session

Between the devil and the blue sea

Speech by Raffaella Bolini 

(ARCI)

Medlink’s organizers have called the second session using an Italian idiomatic expression. Nevertheless, this was probably the best way to describe the condition of many people who belong to the organization for the promotion of peace and civil society - and some of the representatives of the organization are here today - when they have to face the events which occur in the world. Due to the global war, the attempt of promote democracy, together with the war on terror, we are compelled to choose for whom we stand, even if we do not want it. For this reason, when we say that we do not support the war in Iraq or the building of the wall in Palestine, we are immediately considered as enemies, who belong to the “other side”, and we are described as terrorists’ friends, or opposed to democracy. We are actually in a different position, which is different from the traditional stances and the predominant way of thinking. We want to outline the negative consequences of globalization, such as war, racist and nationalist movements, growth of mafia’s power. Thus we are in the same conditions of some years ago, when, as pacifist movement, we did not support either the USA or USSR. 

With the fall of the Berlin’s Wall and the Soviet system, we have been feeling for years the lack of an alternative vision to neo-liberalism. Then, thanks to social and civil innovative forces, a new movement was born: it promoted the Social Forum, which is the basis for the promotion of a new alternative thinking. It is still something at it earliest stage and needs to be developed. How can we combine today liberation movements similar to those in Latin America, Africa and Eastern Europe if these movements, such as in the case of Latin America, identify themselves in red flags, while in Eastern Europe red flags are still symbols of oppression? 

Secondly, we should consider that not always the spread of injustice creates protest movements and positive changes. We are not always able to promote justice in favour of poor people and the oppressed, because they are often influenced by liberalism, consumerism, competitiveness and finally, war and violence. 
Therefore, we should be closer to these people and try to work with them, rather than work for them, in order to involve them in movements and decision-making processes. This can be the way to create an alternative and on this attempt Medlink’s work is based.
Miriana Nejceskava (Macedonia):

In the last decade, la Macedonia has been a war-torn country, which has been striving to promote democracy, while the ruling classes were involved in the fight against terrorism. According to the Western world, being a democracy means fighting against terrorism by waging war. Macedonia has taken part in the military actions and just few wonder whether the military action was fair. They also wonder whether this is the only way to become democratic.

The main problem for many emerging countries is the relationship between democracy and the war on terror. In other words, how can democracy live side by side with the protection of every population’s right? It happens that we are convinced by the idea that we have to fight against terrorism in order to be democratic. This idea is promoted in many peace conferences too, together with “the limit”, beyond which the war is needed, as a tool to solve international conflicts. I think however, that the war cannot be considered a useful tool to achieve democracy.

Ismael Dawood (Iraq – Freedom for prisoners):

His initial reflection is very simple, and can be considered useful for successive discussions. Building a “wall”, a division which doesn’t allow dialogue and knowledge is very simple, also in abstract terms. It is more difficult to build bridges, not only those made of concrete, but also those made up of ideas and dialogue, such as the one promoted by Medlink. For this reason, in events such as this one, all forces should be conveyed on real and common ideas, without wasting them in absurd divisions. We should reflect on the consequences of war and invasions, such as the recent ones in Iraq or in Afghanistan. They have caused many negative reactions which result in Islamic extremism. For this reason, we should not only reflect on the “terrorism of masses and populations”, but also on “terrorism of countries”, including wars and invasions promoted by different countries, above all by the ruling countries. 

Nowadays, Iraq is subjected to a territorial division, which will not help the promotion of peace - according to Dawood. This territorial division is based on ethnic, religious and nationalist divisions, which were imposed without considering the country’s interests. In Iraq, at this stage, the international community seems not to make any efforts. The country is left to its own devices and to the war. On the contrary, Lebanon represents the opposite. The military action in Lebanon can be regarded as positive, because Europe’s interest is present and Europe is a political force which tries to manage the area replacing the United States. 

Finally, it is necessary to promote all those forces which reserve the same treatment to the Arab countries and to the other countries.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Djimi El Ghalia (Commitee for Missing Families Saharawi)

Also the North Africa was hit by an uncontrolled globalization process, which brought poverty and injustice, created clashes between populations and ethnic groups, imposed an unfair repartition of resources and caused wars. It also violated rights and made hope disappear. Globalization is something opposed to the aspiration of populations to be free. 
In Morocco, in order to face these terrible injustices, a broad civil movement was born for the promotion of rights and freedom. This movement was embodied above all by Saharawi movement. Because of its activities, the movement has been persecuted by the Moroccan government, for more than 30 years, despite it has been officially recognized by the United Nations since 1966.

The bloody fights against Saharawi stopped only in 1991, when the UN imposed a ceasefire, which lasted until 2005. After this date, violence against Saharawi started again. 

However, the most terrible consequences in the past few years have been kidnappings and deportations. The Saharawi populations have been witnessing hundreds of relatives who were kidnapped and today many of them are still missing. Only in 2001, 321 people (among whom 73 women) have been kidnapped. From these terrible experiences a Committee for Missing Families was created.

This problem is completely forgotten by the government which forces poor people to emigrate. In this context the emigration is considered by the government as the best solution, since it wants to get rid of the problem.
Firouzeh Mohajer - Iran

“In my country it’s not possible to talk about religion; discussions about shari’a and sunna are considered heresy and only Islamic jurists are allowed to make them”. Firouzeh Mohader, member of the Women Cultural Center, is nervous when she explains the situation in her country. The 1979 Revolution has profoundly changed Iran: Islam has become the basis of all Iranians’ rights and duties, both at personal and at public level. Only in the ’90s, after 15 years from the revolution, some members of the civil society began to question violations (such as the denial of women’s rights) which were implemented in the name of religion. Mohajer tells an episode about this issue: the person who first spoke about women’s rights was a man from the holy Shiite city Qom, under a feminine pseudonym.

Religion still represents today a controversial issue, which is a prerogative of Islamic jurists, however the group of those who are opposed to the political exploitation of religion has being growing: they consider dialogue and discussions as essential values in order to prevent mistakes: shari’a always reflects an interpretation of rights determined by history. 

Farid Adli - Libya

“Im a Mediterranean from Libya!”, says Farid Adli, the founder of Anbamed, the Mediterranean-specialized agency.

In the first part of his speech, Adli talks about Monicelli and his last movie: “The rose in the desert”, made out of Mario Tobino’s book on the war in Libya. “Monicelli –he explains- argues that the Apocalypse today is being economics men in a world where those incapable are eliminated. The movie condemns colonialism and war and it is between the devil and the blue sea of two realities which criticize it: the Italian and the Libyan one”.

Adli tells the audience a story: the director was not able to shoot in Libya because of the refusal of the Libyan government: this symbolizes the lack of communication between the North and the South of the Mediterranean.

“Freedom is a conquest which should be claimed, and it is made up not only by freedom of expression, but also by the ability to find the correct expression, and this can occur only when freedom exists”.

The issue of democracy is a common denominator in the southern and the northern part of the Mediterranean because the first is anorexic, while the second is bulimic, in other words, it wants to find living proofs of being democratic so that every action is legitimize (Adli refers to Bush and the war in Iraq).
Economy is one of the main factors that should be considered in order to be able to create a democratic future. A country where 98% of exports consists of oil IS NOT a free country; in the Middle East there are more than 100 million unemployed people.  Oil strike has created a corrupt society, and for this reason other economic decisions have to be taken in order to produce wealth. More conscious and sustainable decisions should be taken, such as the promotion of fair trade or tourism. Only when societies in the southern part of the world conquer their independence, there will be the requisites for the promotion of a well-balanced dialogue.

Another issue which involves the North and the South is the fight against weapons’ exports. The Middle East receives 42% of weapon exports in the world, all producers are situated in the north and this trend is growing. “The fight against terrorism should start from disarmament and nuclear stop, and every country should implement the treaties the Western countries have ratified”.

Adli concludes his speech with a quotation: “In order to make some progress, we need to dream about the impossible”, in other words new symbols of coexistence should be promoted. And he makes a sensational proposal: to dedicate an Italian street to Omar al-Mukhtar, Libyan martyr, sentenced to death in 1931, at the age of 80 years old, for having defended his country from the Italian invasion. 

Kiama Kaara - Kenya

Kaara is the only Kenyan at the meeting and he is a member of the committee of the World Social Forum, which will take place in Nairobi in 2007. He argues that, beyond the specific characteristics of a single country, it is very important to analyze the system as a whole. The global structure, which he calls “architecture of dominance”, has two pillars: domination and control. Slaughters, genocides and other forms of violence are the effects of these two pillars. 

“How can we change this (lack of) balance?” this is our question and Kaara’s question. This is possible by making rights come true and not considering them as something abstract, “rights should be linked to the ethic of a society, a civilization, a nation”. It is necessary to analyze the mechanism which is the basis of the current global system. The current model is based on capital and profit, which are created by the interaction between few powerful people. These situations, apart from the dichotomy north -south, should be questioned so that everyone could have access to goods and common values which now still belong to just a few people. 

“We should not think of wealth/poverty relation such as a North/South relation, because the strong and the weak are on both sides”, he says “The new world’s structure, such as the one seen by Samuel Huntington is wrong and should be re-examined”. 

In the last part of his speech, he expresses his hope for the future: he hopes that the promotion Mediterranean relations could lead to new processes and structures able to better defend dignity rather than economic resources. 

Riyad Zaaqiq – Palestine

Riyad Zaaqiq, who works for the promotion of children’s rights, talks about his experience in his speech and starts quoting a saying: “If you see a slave who is sleeping, please do not wake him up: probably he is dreaming about freedom. If I see a slave who is about to sleep, I will wake him up in order to help him to achieve freedom”. Zaaqiq was kept as political prisoner in 1990.

“Democracy should not be regarded as a philosophical symbol or as a changing condition, but as a life style, as awareness and culture” - he says- a stable political order cannot exist, if Palestine is attacked first by Israel to Palestine, then by the Western world, after the democratic election of Hamas. There is no development without democracy: the occupation has been playing a role in hindering the political and economic development of Palestine, which remains a poor country and, as a consequence, a country with no hope. 

The situation of Palestinian children is dramatic: 883 children have been killed and 430 have been imprisoned in the past 6 years by Israel, therefore violating the article 6, which protects children’s right to life, as enshrined in the Geneva Convention. Children have no access to health assistance, to education and, moreover they have no right to spend a happy childhood: we cannot forget that those who live among violence, they learn violence. “In this context, how can we talk about dialogue?”, Zaaqiq asks: “How can we accept this situation? The wall and 700 checkpoints will cut off 338.000 Palestinian in the West Bank; is this democracy?!”

Because of this we want to ask the meeting to say NO to occupation.

Zaaqiq concludes his speech asking the respect of International agreements and for a greater participation of women in politics.

Walid Fakherddine – Lebanon

“Being an active member in favour of democracy doesn’t mean to criticize all the oppressive regimes, but also to raise awareness in the civil society for the Human Rights”. Walid Fakherddine, a member of Aid Lebanon, remembers the recent attacks in Israel, but also sees the other side of evil: on the one hand the neo-imperialism, as a form of legitimized terrorism, and embodied by the United States and G.W. Bush; on the other hand, the Islamic extremism, represented by Bin Laden and Ahmadinejad. The current culture has a criminal character, since those who are the instigators of evil actions are not sentenced by a trial (he talks about Sharon): from this derives the common problem of impunity. However, social justice can become a reality only through pacific non-violent strategies: violence cannot generate violence.

Instead of promoting a “complete linguistic culture”, as Walid calls it, which prevents dialogue to be based on mutual understanding, the civil society should promote the respect for human rights through a new dialogue on an egalitarian basis.
Omeyya Seddik - France/Tunisia

“Today, the Mediterranean is not a form of spatial isolation of some! Those who talk about the Mediterranean, they justify neo-colonialism. I feel I am a Tunisian, a Muslim, an Arab, and a migrant; in all these identities the Mediterranean does not exist. Regarding what we are discussing here at this meeting, the Mediterranean does not exist for me!”. Seddik starts his speech with a strong criticism. He comes from Tunisia but has been a French citizen for many years. He feels he doesn’t belong to a united civil society and he brands this view as false or simplistic.

This criticism derives from the idea that everyone wants to ignore the real problem of the Mediterranean: Israel. This attitude of indifference towards the Israeli foreign policy – he says – undermines the hoped unity and hinders the dialogue and peace; on the contrary, it fuels a permanent war. The willing of standing on one side rather than the other is not “intellectual terrorism”, but a duty of all the people who think they are in favour of peace.

How can we be ally of someone who supports the Israeli and the American policies?

How can resistance be considered as terrorism? 

“Waging war in the name of religion or of a particular ethnic group is wrong; the real cause of a war is ignored: namely the oppression!”

“Medlink, if it wants to mark an important stage, must present a declaration in which Israel and the Palestinian oppression are blamed!”

Jihad Abu Zheid – Palestine

Jihad Abu Zheid, a woman and member of the Palestinian Parliament, begins her speech thanking the “Italian friends”, who are sympathetic to the situation in Palestine and who share the sufferings of the conflict.

“The main issue in the Mediterranean area is Jerusalem and the refugees; Palestinian women has fought, are fighting and will continue to do so against the occupation!”. Abu Zheid focuses her speech on women’s role in the resistance movement and on the role they could play in the promotion of the peace process.

Jihad, who is a Muslim, criticizes the Islamic extremists that are enemies because they misunderstand the Islam message of tolerance and fuel prejudices towards that religion.

During her speech, she also attacks Usa’s project to create a balance in the Middle East, supporting Israel and she also brands Olmert’s government as extremist.

“The international law is not able to defend democracy, which is subjected to the Western world”, she says.

At the end of the speech she recalls the main problem of the Mediterranean area: Israel and Palestinian conflict. She hopes that women will play a stronger role so that they can contribute to solve the situation, once and for all.

