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Abstract 5th Session

Which society?

Anna Bucca – Italy 

In introducing the last session of MEDLINK, Anna Bucca asks some questions regarding the new societies in the Mediterranean area. In particular the following question: “Which are the tools which contribute to make a society democratic?” 

The creation of associations in support of women (in particular she quotes the flamingo’s tower in Jerusalem) is very important, together with correct information and support for refugees. Other forms of associations linked to arts such as plays, are also very important and can involve a large number of people.

The ARCI representative says that, from an economic point of view, it is crucial to promote fair trade and involve the global market, starting from politics, which should promote free and fair trade and the free circulation of people.

Unitary ideas should become collective, and cooperation and the involvement in politics should be promoted.

She concludes: “Citizens must lead their destiny!”.

Samira Ghozari - Algeria

Samira, an Algerian steelworker, points out that, before being a worker, she is a mother and activist. Proud of her condition, which shows the importance of equal opportunities, she attacks the male chauvinist world, both from the point of view of employment and from a social point of view, where religious symbols become something repressive.

The global capitalistic system destroys illusions –she says- and increases inequalities, and this shows that there is no a homogeneity in the Mediterranean area, instead there is a clear division between the North and the South. The South is also scenario for war which is filling the region with blood.

For the future, she asks the creation of cooperative networks based on a sustainable process, also from in environmental terms, such as seawater desalination, in order to make it safe to drink, and renewable energy development, together with free circulation.

In this new development process, the public sector will play an important role, so that everyone should be involved: what belongs to everyone should not be a privilege of a few.

Hassan Abasi -Kosovo

In the 90s, Kosovo witnessed the transition from peaceful resistance to military resistance, due to a crisis which caused the unemployment of 70% of the population and compelled 1.600.000 refugees to leave the country.

What Hassan is asking Europe is focusing the attention on the current situation in Kosovo, and not considering it as case closed in 1999, when the NATO broke out war against Yugoslavia, and when an international protectorate was imposed in the region.

Stefan Peter Damo - Romania

Damo argues that, creating a sustainable, free and democratic society means to face and analyse the problems linked to the protection of human rights, work rights, environment rights. However, at previous meetings, above all at Social Forum, the problem of talking about these issues in the new free societies and in Eastern Europe was not openly discussed. 

It is clear that, in order to create an alternative and fair world which goes beyond neo-liberalism and promotes rights and freedom with peaceful means, we need strong democratic systems. However, we cannot forget to put the social values at the centre of the debate on the current European integration process, in which some European Eastern countries are taking part. 

It is necessary to involve more these countries and create an opportunity of cultural and social growth. What happened in France and the Netherlands, where people said no to the European Constitution, is just an example. In those countries, societies became aware of what was going on, and expressed their opinions with democratic means.

On the contrary, the majority of Eastern societies is facing a regression, both in terms of freedom and of wealth. Trade unions could change this situation together with the civil society. Our purpose should be the contribution to the development of trade unions in Eastern countries.

According to the Rumanian Social Forum member, a project, similar to Medlink, should be promoted and called BalcanLink. Through this similar tool, an open dialogue could be launched within the Eastern community, together with the contribution of the foreign representatives of the European movements.

Goya Ilmaz – Turkey

Ilmaz argues that Turkey is a country of great ambitions, but it still suffers from a terrible backwardness. It is involved, together with other countries with emerging economies, in creating the free market multinationals and neo-liberalism countries love.

It is becoming clear that the promotion of the free market goes hand in hand with an attack to social securities and workers’ wealth. 

In this context, according to the representative of the Turkish steelworkers’ trade union, nobody should be surprised by the recent admission of a country such as the Iraq in the WTO, with the status of advisory member. Therefore the promotion of free trade does not go hand in hand with wealth growth and the promotion of freedom and rights.

Still today, 50% of the Turkish population works in precarious conditions and without protection.  Those who take part in trade unions are fired and the situation is very difficult. For this reason, we need to fully support Turkish trade unions.

Jean Luc Cipiere – France

Cipiere begins his speech, expressing the desire to launch efforts for a common campaign between civil societies on the northern and southern shores of the Mediterranean.

Talking about the main issue of this meeting – what is the Mediterranean – he defines the Mediterranean area as the most unequal border in the world. The Attac France member says that the difference in income between the two shores of the Mediterranean is one of the highest in the world. Therefore, migrations from the South to the North are justified by the fulfilment of primary rights. 

According to Cipiere, in many countries on the southern shore there is a lack of democracy and rights, but in the North the inequalities become greater thanks to neo-liberalism policies which are launched and imposed.

In his opinion, we should be able to impose the creation of another Europe. The EU meeting in Florence, in the past few days, has decided to propose the same project of the European Constitution which was rejected in France and Netherlands, through the referendum. This issue involves everyone, not only the EU countries. We should build an alliance between citizens of the northern and the southern shore in order to avoid those consequences.

Cipiere outlines that the first pillar in the creation of a different European Union should be the reaffirmation of the right of free circulation. He also proposes to launch an international campaign for the free circulation in the Mediterranean area, involving everyone present, the European Social Forum and the Mediterranean Social Forum.

Pilar Castel
Pilar Castel begins her speech by defining herself a feminist and a pacifist. She also reminds everyone that today is the international day against violence against women – dedicated by women in Rome to domestic violence: this is a form of violence without witnesses, which hit the weakest link, which is linked to the aggressor by a family relationship.

The representative of the Women League in the Mediterranean stresses the need to reflect on four aspects concerning women life: women’s manipulation, militarization, motherhood, women’s image. On the latter she asks: does burka represent violence? What about silicon? 

Castel says that the promotion of peace, including that in a domestic environment, is a burden which belongs most of all to women.

She proposes to transform obsolete structures which were penal institutions on some Italian islands in places and residences for girls and boys, where cultural and women’s issues can be promoted.

She concludes: Peace is of female gender.

Marine Gacem - France 

We should all promote the campaign for the free circulation and this should be considered a duty: these are the words of Marine Gacem, a Ipam’s representative – Ipam is an acronym for “Initiatives for another world”. 

Today, migrants are subjected to marginalization and they are compelled to stay in immigration detention centres. In this way visible and invisible walls are being built all over Europe, border control is privatized and refugees and asylum-seekers are prevented from reaching our borders. Just think at the maritime interceptions which represent a control measure before border control and prevent any form of assessment of the asylum requests by the competent Commissions.

The immigration detention centres, according to Gacem, are increasing in number also in those places where journey begins or are a transit before reaching the final destination (such as Libya). These are real barriers the media do not talk about. 

We should try to analyse better the language media use. 

In France, for example, media talk about “illegal” immigration with respect to these desperate journeys, as if migration is something in itself against the law.

This situation contributes to the destabilization of the Mediterranean area, it fuels racist feelings and it represents a sort of pressure on governments, also those which are situated on the southern shore.

For this reason- the speaker outlines - it is very important to get involved in a campaign in support of the freedom of circulation. Without recognizing this fundamental right there is no possibility of mutual knowledge, dialogue and implementation of a peace policy.

Yusuf Alatas – Turkey

Alatas argues that two main aspects are needed in order to create an open, free and plural society: real democracy and peace both at local level, and as a consequence at global level.

These two principles have strong links.

We cannot talk about democratic and sustainable systems without democracy – the representative of the human rights association Insan Haklari Dernegi outlines – and we cannot talk about democracy without peace.

The main issue is how to bring a model of a free and open society in those countries where non-democratic regimes rule, and as a consequence there is the need to export democracy in those countries.

This process cannot occur using war as a tool. In order to achieve global peace there are no wars which can be considered fair.

Even after 9/11, a situation of uncertainties has increased human rights violations – according to Mr Alatas. It is clear that those countries that in recent years wanted to export democracy because of security issues, actually have within their own countries serious democratic problems.

Looking at the Mediterranean area, there is a great difference between the North and the South. As regards rights, equality and protection of cultural rights, the Mediterranean so far does not unify the populations but it divides them.

Also Turkey cannot define itself as an open, free, and fair country: many violations take place there. There is no freedom of speech, and no protection of human and cultural rights. In this context, the Kurdish situation, characterized by the violation of basic rights such as education and culture, is dramatic. 

It seems clear that Turkey does not have today a pacific solution for the Kurdish “issue”. For this reason the role and support of Europe is extremely important.

According to Alatas, the first step in the right direction is the creation of a huge Mediterranean movement which is opposed to war, inequalities, discrimination and which is in favour of human rights protection. There is a great need of an initiative which fills the gap represented by the responsibility of the countries in the North of the Mediterranean, where there is space for action. The Turkish activist outlines that the creation of an open and free society can become reality only through the common action of the civil societies in the area; and this union needs to be supported as soon as possible.

Marti Olivella – Spain

The main activity of the Association Nova draws inspiration from the resistance movement in which the Association’s leaders took part, during Franco’s dictatorship. 

As a group of young people, many years ago, steel themselves to fight against the dictatorship, also today people should be united against violence, corruption and the lack of free information. 

These are the three crucial problems civil societies in the Mediterranean should face as priorities. These are problems which do not only involve the power and its management, but also the possibility to have access to a different world.

It is important to be able to talk freely about what the civil society do from the northern part to the southern part of the Mediterranean.

First of all, the communication among associations, trade unions and organizations should be promoted thanks to Internet.

The Nova Association launched an initiative for the dialogue with other countries, by organizing meetings with Iraqi citizens in order to meet many other citizens from all the Middle East. The last event took place in Amman, in Jordan, where a great result was achieved: the sharing of non-violent actions among Palestinian, who have been subjected to occupation for many years, and the Iraqi, which are also subjected to an occupation.

However this sharing, although useful, is not enough. The next step is the achievement of tangible results.

Adrian Grima - Malta

According to Grima, the creation of an open and fair society can be a reality if equal and fair trade is developed and supported.

Equal and fair trade is not just a brand but a real production process and it is a choice large multinationals will never be able to make, since their decisions are taken only for the achievement of the maximum profit. 

According to the representative of Inizjamed, Nestlè and Starbucks will never be able to offer ethical products, because their production process is based on the exploitation of labour at the lowest possible cost and on the denial of the fundamental rights of workers who live in the poorest countries.

Fair trade can create a path for a process of resistance against neo-liberalism, it can be a way for distributing wealth and profit in a fair way. 
It is a real challenge for the world economic powers, but it is also a choice, like other effective initiatives such as the boycott of products produced according to non-ethical measures.

Grima outlines that in 2010 a free trade area in the Mediterranean will be launched. If, on the one hand, this can be considered a bad news for our small producers, which risk to be overwhelmed by multinationals, on the other hand many small Palestinian, Egyptian entrepreneurs, who have been in favour of ethical products, will have the opportunity to promote their products and to establish relations with those who could help them survive. Together they could offer alternative products in the Mediterranean area.

Rajko Blagojevic – Serbia 

 ‘Serbia is becoming always smaller, just like mobile phones’, but this doesn’t improve quality of life. This is the metaphor Mr Blagojevic, who is Vice President of the Serbian trade union of Zastava, uses talking about his country. Serbia, after the former Yugoslavia’s dissolution, has gone through very difficult moments and has been subjected to sanctions, war and divisions. 

Luckily the Serbian trade union, which was founded in one of the largest car industry of the former Yugoslavia, has continued to play an important role, establishing relations with the Italian NGOs which are involved in initiatives in favour of Serbian children. 

The cooperation relationship between Serbian families and Italian organizations went beyond Serbian borders, according to Blagojevic, because a twinning was promoted involving three big Serbian and Italian cities.

The future for Serbian people is uncertain, because it is threatened by unemployment, privatizations and many workers survive only thanks to social benefits. However Serbian people are optimist.

The experience shows that we should promote communication between people and a dialogue for peace.

Riam Jaber – Palestine 

Riam comes from the refugee camp of Shawfat in Jerusalem, which is enclosed by the division wall. She tells about the difficult conditions, women’s stories, teachers who have been not receiving a salary for 10 months and must pay large amounts of money in order to go through the wall and the check points. Moreover there are children, students who cannot attend Palestinian universities, because they are impossible to reach because of the wall, while the Israeli universities are too expensive. 

Jaber, a member of the camp’s Women Centre, explains that many women cannot work in Israeli offices because they have a Palestinian diploma.

As far as sanitation is concerned, the situation is dramatic. The wall risks to divide whole families and cause a sort of “hebraization” of Jerusalem.

The civil society is trying to fight poverty, while the wall creates divisions and brings destruction, making fights for rights void. Talking about the Islamic headscarf, Jaber argues that women are free to decide whether to wear it or not. She argues that the emancipation of women does not involve the headscarf and wearing it does not mean to be a terrorist. The religion is not imposed, and the women who wear the headscarf cannot be considered victims. 

